The Warburg Library online

Transforming a unique print research library into the digital sphere

The Warburg Library

A unique collection for art and cultural history
Brought from Hamburg to London in 1933

Unique classification system to create ‘good neighbours’ in subjects in an open stack library with rare and modern books

The Warburg Library in the Open stack shelves at the Warburg Library, 2021, Open stack shelves at the Warburg Library, 2021 A reader working in the Warburg Library § open Original colour scheme to

1950s in London, before it was showing view of Woburn Place stacks, 2021 correspond to letters in the

permanently located in Woburn Warburg Institute s unique

Square, Bloomsbury classification system,
composed of numbers and
letters

New digital strategy began in 2014

2015-2019: 3 new staff positions of digital librarian, e-resources librarian, digitization scanner operator

Two innovative digital projects:VWarburg Digital Library and Warburg Library Commons

Warburg Digital Library (2016-) Warburg Library Commons (2017-)

Digitised monographs from Warburg collections

Integrated standards-based metadata scheme
Entirely in-house production Based on Warburg classification system adapted to online

retrieval

Green open-access repository for global Warburg community

U & httpsi/fwdlwarburg.sas.ac.uk
& cC O & commons.warburg.sas.ac.uk
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Warburg Digital Library Collections

Welcome Lo Lhe digilal collections of the Warburg Institule, the premier insltitule in the world for the study of
cultural history and the role of images in culture.

The Warburg Institute is cross-disciplinary and global. It is concerned with the histories of art and science, and
their relationship with superstition, magie, and popular heliefs. Its researches are histarical, philological and

anthropological. Tt is dedicaled Lo the study of Lhe survival and transmission ol cullural forms — whelher in

literature, art, music or science — across borders and from the earliest times to the present. ® Share Your Work ¥4 Request an Account
Terms of Use

We hope to build our digital collections to reflect this remit, beginning with books from Aby Warburg's
Kulturwissenschaftliche Bibliothek. Collections

The digital library follows its physical counterpart in employing the unique classification scheme devised by
Warburg. Details can be found at http://warburg.libguides.com/elassification

R ;»J_ Elizabeth David Bequest
. Elizabeth David was a British cookery writer, who brought a revolution to the nation’s
R ealing habils during the mid-lwenlielh century. After Lravelling around Europe during the
1940s, she introduced post-war Britain to Mediterranean cuisine and ingredients which
revitalised the flavours of home conking. As part of her rescarch into the social history of
food, David collected cookery books and left her private collection of historical material to
t he Warburg Institute Library. This digital collection, when complete, will include
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Other Developments

Expanded acquisition of subscription databases

New library management system
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on Twitter/Facebook

Digital training for staff and students
Illustration from Johan George Frontispiece, Cassel’s Household guide in teaCh|ng and research PI‘OgI"ammeS.

Graber, Eine kurze Eréfnung und (London : Cassel, 19--)
Anweisung der dreyen Principien

und Welten im Menschen (1723) Collaboration with other libraries in the university including involvement in
digital working groups and joint acquisition of e-resources.

Outcomes

Ease of access to electronic resources for staff and students
Less need to use some physical books including rare books, but increased interest

Digitally available material mitigated impact of shutdown during COVID pandemic (2020-21) and during library refurbishment/closed storage of materials
(2022-23)

Collections opened to wider world
Fully interoperable metadata allows sharing of resources

Experience in use of tools like Libguides/Libcal eased reopening

Dr Richard Gartner / Dr Nessa Malone, Warburg Institute, School of Advanced Study, University of London



