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Approved Minutes of DDRS Section Standing Committee 

Meeting 
 

Teleconference (Zoom), 03, July 2025 

 
 

Attendance:  

  

Carla Chalhoub cc05@qub.edu.lb Lebanon 

Carmen Lomba carmen.lomba@unican.es Spain 

Donald Taylor dstaylor@sfu.ca Canada 

Katia Medawar kmedawar@qnl.qa Qatar 

Tom Bruno, tb4828@princeton.edu  USA 

Tuba Akbayturk TAKBAYTURK@ku.edu.tr Turkey (Chair) 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Opening 

• Welcome and apologies. 

• Chair of the DDRS Standing Committee opened the meeting with the 

welcoming remarks and notified the Approval of the agenda. 

• Agenda was unanimously approved.  

2. Officers Election and transition 

• Tuba congratulated all the newly elected members. This year, the total 

number is 21—unlike previous years, which had 20 members. The 

transition is expected to go smoothly, as all incoming officers already 

have relevant experience. 
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• Tuba mentioned plans to organize a meeting in Astana to welcome the 

new members and bid farewell to the outgoing ones. She also reminded 

everyone that there will be no hybrid setup available; meetings will 

either need to be held fully in person or possibly from our hotels, as the 

convention center is not equipped for hybrid meetings. 

 

3. The Progress report for IFLA WLIC2025 Open Session 

• Tuba informed the committee that the program is ready. One of the 

papers for the first presentation is already linked on the WLIC website 

under the DDRS session. The second paper, on international shipping 

challenges and solutions, is still in progress. Giovanna, Carmen, and 

Silvana are leading this work and have created a survey that was 

shared with libraries worldwide. So far, they have received 92 full 

responses and 736 partial ones. The presentation will be based on the 

survey results. 

• The third paper, focused on the present and future of the IFLA vouchers, 

is still uncertain as Ellen Mendl has not yet confirmed her participation. 

Tuba is following up with her. 

• Tuba will meet with Sarah and Katia to organize the fishbowl Q&A 

ahead of the actual session. 

4. Action Plan update before August 30th  

• Tuba asked Katia and Tom to update the action plan before the deadline.  

• Katia will include the latest RSCVD activities, including the two webinars 

held for Syrian researchers. Tom will update the DDRS guidelines in 
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collaboration with Andy. As a follow-up, they will share a draft of the 

updated guidelines with the current committee before WLIC 2025. 

5. Update on RSCVD (by Carmen) 

• Carmen informed the committee that new RSCVD nominations will be held 

during WLIC 2025. 

• The committee is working on a draft to update the articles of governance 

and incorporate the revised process into the upcoming elections. These 

changes are subject to confirmation by the DDRS Committee and include: 

➢ Increasing diversity by electing 6 volunteers instead of 4. 

➢ Introducing new member roles, such as Regional Coordinator. 

➢ Applying all changes to the formal election process. 

• The current plan is to organize elections to receive 12 nominations, from 

which 6 volunteers will be selected. So far, there is interest from Oman, 

Azerbaijan, Colombia, Argentina, and Portugal. 

• Regarding DDRS committee membership, five members have expressed 

interest in continuing: Giovanna, Tom, Carmen, Lapis, and Elcin. Katia has 

withdrawn from the committee to focus on her role as Chair of DDRS if 

elected, and Loriana is expected to take on a role as Regional Coordinator. 

• Tuba emphasized the importance of a transparent voting process that can 

be clearly explained to all members. She suggested formalizing the new 

election process via email to the new committee, and again in person at WLIC 

in Astana. 
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• Katia updated the committee on two webinars held for Syrian researchers 

on June 30th in collaboration with CARA Middle East. The webinars, 

conducted in Arabic by Ibrahim, Katia, and Zaid, introduced RSCVD and how 

researchers without university email affiliations can benefit from the 

platform. The first session had 17 participants, and the second had 25. 

• Katia also translated the RSCVD presentation and flyer into Arabic. 

The meeting concluded at 5:00 PM (Istanbul time), and Tuba thanked all 

participants for their attendance. 

 


